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aFOR THE PLOUGH BOY. 


Veterinary Medicine.—No. VI. 


ON INFLAMED VEIN—BLOOD-LETTING-~— 
PLACE FOR PERFORMING THE OPE- 
RATION—-DIRECTIONS FOR BLEED- 
ING, 

It is no common thing for hostlers, from an.tn- 
necessary or ill-judged care, to bleed them in the 
neck, even when in perfect health. In several 
cases of this nature, Mr. J. Hunter, of Loridon, 
had observed, that the neck. swelled, and the ani- 
mal died ; he was led, therefore, to investigate 


the cause of the complaint by dissection. On an 


#. accurate examination, he found, that the cavity 


of the vein was inflamed,and that the inflammation 
had spread along its internal surface to the chest, 
sometimes even to the heart itself.. Besides 


these appearances in horses, he had-also, in the | 


human subject, opened abscesses after blood let- 
ting, which ran in the course of the large vein, 
and which seemed, at least, to be formed in their 
cavities. These observations led him to suspect, 
that the internal*surfaces of veins, like those of 
other cavities in the body, might, in certain cir- 
cumstances, be inflamed. 


From attentive examination of abscesses of the 
lungs, he found-many appearances which served 
to confirm this supposition. There he often-ob- 
served the internal surfaces of the veins, leading 
from such abscesses, not only in an inflamed state, 
but in ‘many places suppurated ; and he could 
even distinctly trace the progress and termina- 
tron, both of the inflamation and suppuration. 
He. always found them extending along the coats 
of the veins, to some distance from ‘the abscess 


all around:.. He had vbserved the same appear-- 


ances also on-examining the state of the veins in 


fimbs, where-a-bigh degree of inflammation-had’ 


. 








taken place after amputation; and he was far- 
ther persuaded, that the int ammation, in many 
cases, extended so rapidly, and to so great a dis- 


| tance from the stump, only incon-equence of its 


having ceased on the cavities of the veins. Af. 
ter these observations, Mr. Hunter had no longer 
any hesriation in giving it as his opinion, that the 


| mischief which often arises from: bleeding, is ew- 


ing to-an inflammation of the cavity of the vein. 


But, besides these proofs, a case occurred to him | 


at St. George’s hospital, which he thinks, puts 
this matter beyondall doubt. Aman was-brought 
into the hospital with an inflammation of bis right 
arm, in consequence of his having been bled in 
the basilic vein. After be had continued in the 
house eight days, he died suddenly : and upon 
examination he found, as he had suspected, the 
cavity of the vein inflamed; and this inflamation 
extended from the puncture which had been 
made by the lancet in blood-letting, as high as 


the axtller, (arm-pit ;) it went also some way | 


downwards below the puncture. About the mid- 
dle-of-the arm, the vein had suppurated ; and 


from the ulceration or absorption of parts which | 


attends abscesses, the vein was divided into two, 
and each extremity, like the interval surface of 
the abscess, was irregular and jagged. The ori- 
fice where the lancet had been introduced, was 
yet open, and..a probe-could- easily be made to 
pass through. it ; but the coats of the vein were 
very much thickened; and its -internal_ surface, 
for some space,-both above and below the orifice, 
was so covered with coagulable lymph, that the 
‘cavity there was imperyious to-the circulating 
blood ;.and in some places; -there was a perfect 
Adlsion. Some ofthe branches ofthe. vein 
were also. plugged up: by the lymph being coa 
lated ; even the coats of the artery were affect: 
ed, in mapentones of its vicinity to the diseased 
part... e > . 


There was a free passage from the cavity of 
the abscess into the axillary vein ; and Mr. Han= 
ter suspected, that th» cause of the patient’s sud- - 
den death, might be owing te some accidental ' 
change in the position of the arm, by which the” 
purulent matter would be mixed with the reflu- 
ent blood; and immediately carried to the heart. 
This conjecture, Mr. Hunter thinks, is confirm- 


ed by some experiments which he formerly made 


on dogs. He found that they were killed, even 


i bya few drops of milk being injected into their 


: 








veins ; and a small quantity of pus, when inject- 
ed into the veins of a pregnant bitch, although it 
did not kill the animal, made her miscarry. In 
the dissection of horses, Mr. Hunter had traced 
the inflammatiorto the heart itself ; and to this be 
had ascribed the death. But, in’the case relat- 
ed above,the inflammation had stopt before reach - 
ing the axillary vein, so that the death must hare - 
been owing to some-other cause. 

In some cases it happens, that after an inflimosa- 
tion hag run along the cavity of a vein, for its- 
whole” length, the coats-of the vein unite at dif- 
ferent places. ‘This adhesion prevents the fare: 
ther progress ofthe inflammation in these cases »~ 
but the intermediate spaces go into suppuration, © 
and form distinct abscesses. In this manner, . 
Mr: Hunter observes, that he has had oceasioa 
to open a chain of abscesses, in the cause of the ° 
course of the vena saphena, from the top of: the~ 
foot, all the way to the groin; and there the in- 
 flammation arose from a wound on the top of the~ 
foot, by which he thinks it probable, that-the ca. 
vity of the vein had been exposed. 

“Mr. Hunter is disposed to think , that the prin- - 
cipal cause producing thenflammation of a veitg. 
after bleeding, ‘isthe -want of ‘disposition to heat.’ - 
This may: at first-arise, either from its being ex. 
posed, or in consequence of the lips of tue ori=- 


ee ip the-skin not being: properly. brought to-- 


« 
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gether. If an injury be done to one part of a 
cavity, the stimulus, which arises from its being 
an imperfect cavity, goes through the’ whole, 
Hence it. inflames.and seppurates. In order to 
‘prevent mischief, Mr. Hunter advises, that the 
orifice should be closed as accurately as possible ; 
_and he recommends, shat the orifice in the skin 
should be:drawn to one side of that in the vein, 
so as to make-the skin do the office of a valve to 
the venul oriffice. 

He finds, that where inflammation has attacked 
the cavity of a vein in consequence of blood: let- 
ting, the sides of the vein sometimes adhere, and 
thusthe inflammation is prevented from spreading 
farther. But the cavity of the vein atthat place, 
is forever obliterated; and from this circum- 
stance, he accounts for surgeons being so often 
disappointed in attempting to flow froma vein 
that has often been struck before. 

To the above excellent remarks and directions, 
it may be useful to add, that one cause of the se- 
rious disease, (‘aflamea vein) taking place in 
both man and beast, is the inattention to the 

sharpness of the lancet. People, from being un- 
acquainted with the fact, have no hesitation in 
useing any kind.of fleme, without regarding 
whether it be rusty, dulj, or notched. ‘They 
think that it is only necessary to strike the hard- 
er witha stick on the fleme if dull, not being 
aware of the risque tkey run of loosing a valua- 
ble animal by so doing. The edge should be as 
fine as a cutler can make it, and 4t should be pre- 
served in.that state, by carefully wiping it after 


being used, with a soft rag, before the.blood dries | 


on it, and wrapping it up in a woollen rag, or 
preserving it in a pasteboard case. A common 

spéctacle case would answer. When often used, 

strap it carefully om a rasor strap, and.if necessa- 

ry, use arasor hone with sweet oil. When sharp, 

a slight stroke with a stick, will cause.it to enter 

the vein. At the cutlers’ in towns, and the 

ironmongers, large-horse-spring lancets are. to be 

purchased, which are safer.in the hands of the | 
inexperienced, than, flemes. a ® 


a 
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: Cure for founder.—Take a lump of potash of 
the size ef a hen’s egg for a cow, more for a 
horse, and in proportion for a sheep ; dissol¥e | 


beast’s throat. If necessary, repeat the dose in 
smaller quantities. Amimmediate effect will be 
seen, in the abatement of the symptoms of pain, 
and in afew hours, commonly, the beast will feed. 
For a beast of size, a pound of glauber salts, ad- 
ministered in the same way, to work the whole 
off might be proper ; though the cure is princi- 
pally to be attributed to the agency of the alkali: 
When potash isnot at hand, a lye made of ashes, 
on the occasion, will answer the purpose. Pour 
water on ashes, and take the liquor in large 
quantities, in proportion as it is of strength. 








Spots of ink on linen.--Lemon juice is sometimes 
used to take ink spots from linen, but a hole ge- 


The best and safest method is to take a mould 
| candle, (the tallow of which is commonly of the 
finest kind) melt it, dip the spotted part into the 
melted tallow, then put it to the wash, and it will 
become white, and no hole will appear. 


To whiten straw braid.—Dip the braid in a so- 
lution of muriatic acid saturatéd with potash. The 
straw is thus rendered very white, and is said 
not to be diable to wear yellow—at the same 
time, its flexibility is increased. | 

Effectual cure for wens.—Boil a quantity of 
salt and water-in a sauce pan, for about the space 
of four minutes. ‘Bathe the surface of the wen 
frequently with the solution while it continues 
warm ; as also after it bécomes cold, as often as 
ten or twelve times a day ; always stirring up the 
salt deposited at the bottom, before you apply it. 
In-twelve ordourteen days from the first applica- 
tion, it will probably begin to discharge, without. 
|pain or blood. In some cases, it may require 
three or four months application, but in general, 
as many weeks will produce the desired effect. 


‘The Gout.—The following remedy for the 
gout, by Dr, Pradier, was said to have been pur- 


ding. 


‘Balm of Mecca, six drachme, 


‘Red bark, one ounce, 
Saffron, half an ounce, 
Sarsaparilla, one ounce, 
Sage, one ounce, 


Rectified spirits of wine, _ three pound. 


Dissolve the balm of Mecca in one third of the 


spirits of wine; macerate the rest of the sub- 


stances in the remainder for forty eight hours— 
filter and mix the liquors. For use, the tincture 
obtained is mixed with twice or thrice the quan- 
tity of lime water ; the contents must be shaken, 
in order to mix the precipitate. settled at the 
bottom by standing. The following is a mode of 
employing the remedy. | 





it in water, and from a bottle;*pour it down the 








A poultice must be prepared of linseed meal, 


2 


? 


neraHy appears where the lemon juice is applied. ' 


pchased by Napoleon, at the price of 12,500 ster- | 


i 


1 of sheep. 


! 





which must be of a good consistency, wud spiead 
very hot, of the thickness of a finger, on a nap. 
kin, se as to be-able completely to surround the 


it will take about three quarts of linseed meal, 
When the poultice is prepared, and as hot as the 
patient can bear it, about two ounces of the pre- 
pared liquor must be poured equally over the 
whole of each, without its being imbided; the 
part affected is then to be wrapped up in it, and 
bound up with flannel and bandages to preserve 
the heat. The poultice is generally changed 
every twenty-four hours, sometimes at the end 
of twelve. 

To preserve cucumbers from bugs.—(Orizinal.) 
—Make a white-wash of lime and water, and 
sprinkle the plant with it every morning.— The 
bugs will not injure them. 


To increase the size of potatoes.—Pluck off the 


|| flowers as fast as they appeag upon the stalks— 


The nourishment which gees to support the flow- 
er. and afterwards the apple, will then be em- 
ployed to support and increase the bottoms. 


Receipt for the gravel.—Take a double handful 


|| of water melon seeds, and put them into a pint of 


gin—let them stand for about a week, in a warm 
place, being frequently shaken together. When 
80 prepared, take half a wine glass two or three 
times a day, or as often as you require any thing 
to drink, at table or otherwise. 


Remedy in cases of swallowing pins, fish bones, 
&c.—Administer four grains of tartar emetic in 
warm water, and let the patient drink the white 
from six eggs ; which coagulating upon the stom- 
ach before the tartar operates, envelopes the pin 
or bone, and it is brought up. A person who 
swallowed several pins was made to throw up the 


whole by the above method. 
A. S. 
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Fereign Agricultural, Scientific 
and Literary Notices. 
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Merino Sheep.--The Stock exhibited at the 


{| Merino Show at Aldridge’s Repository, London, 


was very considerable, and great improvements 
have evidently been made in this valnable class 
Those bred by C. C, Western, Esq. 
M. P. John Fane, Esq. M. P. C. T. Tower, Esq. 
William Harvey, Esq. Thomas Henty, Esq. and 
Henry Read, Esq. were much noticed, particu- 
larly the rams, and some excellent fat wethers. 
A variety of beautifal and «curious articles of 


growth only, were produce], 


Botanical.——A plant of the Arbor Iristis has re- 





cently been brought to England, from the coast 


part affected; if it be required for both legs,’ 


manufacture, and of yarn from wool of British 
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of Malabar. This curious exotic has only leaves 
' -onit in the day time ; but about nine o’clock in 
- the evening it is covered all over with flowers of 
a beautiful white colour, and of a most delicate 
smell. 


Travellers in Egypt.—Accounts have been 
lately received from two gentlemen, travelling 
in Egypt, Mr. Waddington, of Trinity College, 
Cambridge ; and Mr. Hanbury, of Jesus College. 
These two gentlemen, availing themselves of the 
opportunity of attending the Pacha of Egypt in a 
military expedition against some,tribes of Arabs, 
have had the good fortune to see a part of the 
Nile’s course, which it had not before been safe 
for any European traveller to visit. ‘Fhey have 
discovered one or two interesting islands, with 
about thirty entire pyramids of different sizes, 
and extensive ruins of temples, of unequal con- 


| - straction, but some of them exhibiting considera- 


a ble skill, and othexs.apparently of the highest 
~ antiquity. 


Vaccinating Dogs.—F our dogs, belonging toa 
Noble Marquis in Kent, were lately inoculated 
by an eminent surge6n of this city (Canterbury) 
with the cow-pock, by way of experiment, to as- 
certain if itis a security against that fatal disease 
among the canine race, the distemper. 


Counsellor Formey, of Berlin, assures, that if 
any person who is stung by a bee has the wound 
rubbed with honey, the pain will be instantly 
removed. ; 


Walking on Watgr.—A Mr. Kent is exhibiting 
at Edinburgh an ipparatus- for walking on the 
water. The machine consists of three oval cases, 
nited by tin rods to support a sort of saddle, upon 
which the artist sits, at such a height as is suita- 
ble for using his feet to give the requisite im- 
pulse. The weight of the whole does not ex- 
ceéd 14 lbs. 


Several fields of oats along the banks of the 
Clyde, Scotland, are stated to have been almost 
wholly destroyed by small white snails. 


Little more than half a century: ago, there 
were but three shops in London for the sale of 
music and musical instruments, vjz. two in the 
Strand and one in St. Paul’s Church-yard : and 
at the present time the number exceeds three 
hundred. 


Language of American Indians.—Baron Von 
Humboldt, the celebrated German, has in the 
press a work on the languages, of Mexico, and 
their grammatical construction and forms, which, 
it is expected, will throw: considerable light on 
the languages of the Amdrican Indians in general, 
and afford a test to the theories of the Historical 
committee of the American Philosophical Society 
on this interesting subject: 


A meeting of the Norwich (England) merchants 
and manufacturers, lately resolved to petition 
against the tax of 6d. per Ib. on foreign wool. 
It was stated that the importation of that .article 
had diminished from 25,000,000 Ibs. in the year 
1819, when the tax: was laid, to 7,200,000 Ibs. 
in 1821. 


Statue of Diana.—T!n digging for the foundation 
of the building which the city of Lyons is erect- 
ing, tothe east.of the-Jardin des-Plantes, Place de 





St. Anthony, there was found a marble Diana of 
most exquisite sculpture ; it is two feet anda 
balfhigh. The head- and the arms ofthe god- 
dess, and the head ofthe dog at ber feet, were 
separate, and, according. te -all appearance, had 
been so before the statue was buried; which 
took place, perhaps, during the invasion of Gal- 
lia by the Barbarians. The otherparts were in 
perfect preservation, and it has been placed: in 
the palace of the arts. 


Schiller’s best dramatic works have been trans- 
lated into Italian. Voltaire’s Semiramishas been 
translated into German, by Peucer. 


Destruction of French National Monuments.— 
Gen. Marceau beloved by the-French army, fell 
in battle near Alten-Kirchen. \ Charles restored 
his body to the French, and both armies united 
in rendering him funeral honours. Chartres, 
the natal city of the young hero, raised him a 
monument; andthe public square™ was called by 
his name. 
one side was the name of Marceau,-.a soldier at 


of the Prussians-and Austrians joining to pay re- 
spect to his memory. On the third, that he had 
fought the rebels of Coblentz. On the fourth, 
the date of the erection, and the. name of Bona- 
parte. The inscription on the third, as it. related 
ta a defeat of the royalists, and the name af Bona- 
parte in the fourth, have been erased by municipal 
authority, and another name given. to the square. 
The sister of Marceau drafted a petition in con- 
sequence to the Chamber of Deputies, and a live- 
ly debate-was occasioned by it. The petition 
was returned to the minister ofthe interior. It 
appears that the Prussians. in pagsing through 

hartres, had’ showed the greatest veneration 
for the ashes of Marceau, and-that it is only the 
Frencl themselves who thus-mutilate the mona- 
ments of their national glory ! 


The Unicorn.——An animal nearly resembling 
the description of the unicorn, as given by Pliny, 
is now on its way to England from Africa ;_ it 
nearly resembles the horse in figure, but is much 
smaller, and the single horn projecting from the 
forehead is considerably shorter than is given in 
the real or supposed delineations of that doubt- 
ful creatore. 


‘English Language:——Some years ago a gentle- 
rman, after carefully examining the folio edition 
of Johnson’s Dictionary, formed the foilowing 
table of English words derived from. other lan- 
guages : E 








Latin’ 6732 Irish 6 
French 4812 Runic 4 
Saxon 1465 Flemish 4 
Greek. 1148 Erse 4 
Dutch 691 Syriac 3 
Italian 106 Scottish 3 
German. - 106 Irish and Erse- 2? 
Welsh 95 Turkish | Qi 
Danish 15 Trish and Scottish: 1 
Spanish 56 Portuguese I 
Islandic - ~50° Persian: 4 
Swedish 34° ~—s Frrisic ~ 1 
Gothic ©: 31 Persic J 
Hebrew 16° Uncertai 1 
Teutonic - *5° : 

Arabic. $$: 





——_— 
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The monument was pyramidal ;- on } 


16, and a general at 23. On the other, the fact }} 
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Natural History.—A few days ago a fox enter- 
ed a farm-yard at Compton Pauncefoot, near 
Sherbourne, and seized a hen which was follow- 
ing her chickens. This being perceived by a 
game-cock, he flew at the intruder, and with one 


blow of his spurs killed the fox instantane- 
ously; i 


New Telegraph.—The “French journals an- 
nounce a General Telegraphy, or a new system» 
of telegraphs, which is called Fautical, Commer- 
cial, and Individual: The author is vice Admi- 
ral Baron St. Haciien who, by order of their 
government, has been making trials at Havre, by 
land and by sea, by night and day, in every va- 
tiation of the weather. The day-signals may be 
very well distinguished, and accurately repeat- 
ed, at three or four léagues distance ; and the 
night-signal, at four or five Jeagues, when the 
horizon is lighted by the moon, A committee of 
superior officers-of the marine, with the princi- 
pal engineer of maritime labours, have made a 
report to the Minister of Interior, who has re- 
ferred the examination ofthe project to a com- 
mittee of the Council of State. It is. meant . 
to be applicable to commercial relations in 
general. 


Hindoo Temples.-—A letter from-an English of- 
ficer charged with the inspection of Dekan, - 
gives some curious details on the caverns former- 
ly used as Temples by the Hindoos. There are 
twenty, of them ; all excavating in a mountain of 
circular shape. The most spacious is chiselled 
out of the solid rock. The stone temple erected 
in the middle of the cavern, is ornamented, both 
out and ia, with bas-reliefs, remarkably well ex- 
aah -and representing the gods of the Hin- 

00s. 
temple is divided into galleries, in which are gi- 
gantic figures and symbols of: the Indian. otytho- 
logy. In anothercavern there is a colossal group, 
representing-a miser, ten feet in height ; bismo- 
ther, his wife ahd children, are around his knees, . 
and appear supplicating for assistance. He - 
seems inexorable; but while he repulses them, .. 
a thief carries off his-treasure... It is an apologue = 
in scylpture.: 
; a ® 
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Harvest Prospects. —Accounts from almost eve~ - 
ry part of the Union agree in stating, that. our 


Fhe Providence Gazette says, ‘“Gorn-and the ~ 
other products of the earth look ‘promising, al-. 


| though-a little more backward in growth‘ than in ‘ 


some former seasons ; vegetation.in general has - 
a vigorous and healthful appearance.’* ~ In Wind-- 


| sor,(Vt.) the prospects which a few weeks ago ~ 


were dubious, are now-represented as unusually : 
cheering: the fields ef.wheat-and- rye very-- 


|| promising, andthe corn having a thriving appear- - 


ance. . The accounts’ from Pedosylvanie are - 


| equally-- satisfactory + the- grass* Fuxuriant ‘ane * 











Tetal 15,784 


|| thick set, the corn promising te yieldbouptifally, - 


the oats-never finer, and the wheat» ead-sygrisms 
ithe most-thriving conditions. “ 


The space between the rock and the — 





farmers this season will have heavy cropsof hay. - | 





44 


Fa = > 
AN ADDRESS, | 


-On the disorder which prevailed .among the cattle 
in Orange county, Pins the winter of 1820. 
Read before the Agricultural Society, at the an- 
nual meeting, May 30, 1821, and publised by 
order of the socicty. By D..R. Arnext, M. D. 
Corr’ng. Sec’ry. ef the Agricultural Society. 


Every well formed, and well regulated society, 
whether of arts, science or agriculture, should 
be a centre to which every member should bring 
his offering and his improvements, that their be- 
nefits may extend to every part of its circumfe- 
rence,— The formation of agricultural societies in 
this state, was hailed with rapture by the farmers 
of this county ; and this day witnesses the third 
annual election of its officers ; no party views or 
prejudices have heretofore disturbed our harmo- 
_ny—men of all political feelings and sects, here 
shake hands together, and offer up on the altar 
_of improvement, all those unhallowed passions, 
which make ‘* man a foe to man.” ; 

The attention of the agricultural society of Or- 
ange county, has been divided between, and di- 
rected to, three particular objects, viz: Improve- 
ment in Farming, Domestic Manufactures, and 
Domestic Animals. Observations, therefore, not 
only on the best mode of raising and fattening cat- 
tle, but also on the best means of preventing 
those diseases to which they are liable, make a 
part of the duty assigned to each member of this 
society ; under these impressions, | take the li- 
berty of offering a few remarks on the disease 
which has prevailed among the cattle in several 
parts of this county, during thé past winler. 

This disease, unuil very lately, has not been 
known in the United States. A disease of some- 
what similar character was prevalent among the 
short-horned cattle in Lincoloshire, (England) 
about sixty years ago. It was observed there, 

_that it attacked only one species of cattle, which 
was of the Dutch breed, owing, as was said, to 
the importation of a bad sort of bulls from Hol- 
land—it was there called the Lyer. | 

Some years ago, a disease prevailed in the etate 
of Connecticut, and some parts of Massachusetts, 
where, in many instauces, the legs were mortifi- 

«d; but the character of that disease was very 
different from the one now under consideration— 
that disease attacked young cattle in the fall, and 
calves and yearlings in May and June; it was 
supposed to arise from fulness of habit, and too 
sudden a change from indifferent pastures into 
such as were very rich—it was called mortifica- 
tion ; and not only the leg, but the shoulder, flank 
and side were each as fréquently affected, the. 
beast died in ashort time, with little pain, but a 
very fetid smell.—This disease prevailed in the 
- North of England, in the year 1754, a few years 
before the Lyer prevailed in Lincolnshire, and 
was called the Black Quartev. 

‘A-disease, however, of the same character of 
the one now under ccasideration, prevailed in the 
western and northern parts of this state, in the 
winter of 1813, which ruined many hundreds of, 
cattle, and which was called the hoof ail. It was 
by Mr. Nicholson, attributed to some injury 

‘which the feet received from the peculiar nature 
of the soil during the fall, which rendered them 
sore, and. of course easily frezen in the course of 
the ensuing winter. 
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A few cases of this disease were discovered in 


the town of Walkill, in the winter of 1819, but} 


not so as to attract much notice until December, 
1820, when it became’more rife, and excited 
much attention, anxiety and alarm. During the 
last winter, more than one hundred cattle have 
died with it in that town, and several in other 
parts of the county : many were seized in Janu- 
ary, and some as late as the first of April. 

We shall now proceed to describe, Ist the 
symptoms ; 2d, the causes ; and 3d, the means 
of prevention and cure of this disorder. 

Ist. The symptoms which were observed of 
the disorder, were a lameness in the foot—(Mr. 
Kirk noticed that some of his cattle kept a con- 
tivval stamping with their hind feet in the morn 
‘ng, two or three days before he discovered any 
lameness.) Slavering at the mouth, in some in- 
stdnces vomiting :. insensibility in the foot ; swel- 


| ling above the hoof of one or both hind legs ; fre- 


quently the fore legs were not at all affected. In 
this stage, if the leg was punctured with a knife, 
there issued out a bloody serum. Mortification 
commences almost as soon as the disease is dis- 
covered, and runs up the jeg about two weeks, 
when it forms a separation from the living flesh ; 
in about two weeks more, the leg falls off at the 
separated part, sometimes at the pastern joint, 
but more frequently above it; the skin of the 
mortified part soon becomes dry and hard, and has 
the appearance of what is usually denominated 
dry mortification—their appetite for food gene- 
rally continues good ; the countenance quite de- 
pressed, and the eyes shrunk in their head ; their 
natural excretions continue regular; they lie 
down, and, as if sensible of their situation, make 
no attempts to rise. ; 

2d. We shall now endeavour to show the cause 
of this disorder; and as to its remote cause, 
much difficulty will require to be encomntered : 
it is highly necessary to be completely elucidated, 
if it can, for much will depend upon this know- 
ledge to prevent the disease. If the disease can- 
not be prevented, little can be done towards its 
cure. It may be cured, it is true, by amputat- 
ing the legs, or suffering them to mortify, until 
nature throws them off ; but a cow or an ox is a 
useless animal without legs, and is of no more va- 
lue than its hide. 

Three causes have been equally assigned as 
producing this disease. First, the ergot, or spur- 
red rye ; 2d, frost, and 3d,.the grass or hay on 
which they have been fed. We shall examine 
these causes and their effects in producing this 
disease, separately. ; 

Ist. The ergot, or spurr’d rye: This is an 
elongated excrescence, which fills the place of 
the seed within the glume or husk of rye, and as 
M. De Candolle remarks, upon several other 
species of gramina; he ranks it in the genus 
sclerotium and arranges it by the specific name of 
sclerotium clavus: he has written a long essay, 
in the Memoires du Museum d’Histoire Naturel- 
le of Paris, to prove the propriety of this arrange- 
ment among the mushrooms ; like the genera- 
lity of sclerotiums, he says it is a parasitic 
production, and grows as they do upon the 
living plant—but only when that tends tovards 
decay: it has like them, an appointed place of 
growth. Some experiments were afterwards 








made by M. Vanquelin, member of the royal in- 


Vol. 8. 





aS 


— 
_S —_ 











stitute of France, a chemist of general accuracy 
and of extensive knowledge. These experi- 
ments were undertaken in consequence of a re- 
port ordered by the academy of sciences of Pa- 
ris, on a note of Mons. Virey, who had read, in 
an American journal, some observations of Dry, 
Bigelow of Boston, on the medical properties of 
the ergot. He asserted that the ergot was not, 


fas De Candolle declares, a Champignon, a Scle- 


rotium or Mushroom, but a morbid mortification 
of the rye itselfi—The report has since been 
read vehi the institute by Mons. Desfontaines, 
and the conclusions of that illustrious body have 
been not only contradictory to the assertions of 
Mons. Virey, but alse io opposition to Vanque- 
lin’s results. However, it is not my business to 
inquire into the reasons of these discordant infe- 
rences.—It is enough to know the fact, that from 
the conclusions derived from those experiments, 
it appears that ergot contains ; Ist. A pale yel- 
low colouring matter, soluble in alcohol, tasting 
like fish oil—-2d. An oily matter—3d. A violet 
colouring matter, insoluble in alcohol, and easily 
applicable to wool and silk—4th. An acid, pro- 
bably phosphoric—5th. A vegeto-mineral matter, 
very abundant, and prone to putrefaction, yield- 
ing much thick oil and ammonia by distillation. 
We know that the ergot taken in doses of 10 or 
12 grains, acts powerfully on the human system, 
and the resemblance of this disease in cattle, toa 
disease which prevailed in France and England 
among the lower orders of the people, who were 
necessitated to live upon the coarser parts of the 
rye flour, have induced many to attribute both 
disorders to the same cause, viz. the ergot ; and 
from some subsequent experiments made on this 
subject, it was found that its use will prodice 
mortification of the extremities. It is one of the 
most powerful articles of the materia medica, 
and I might add, one of the most dangerons en- 
trusted to the care of the medical practitioner. 
That it is capable of producing this disease, if ta- 
ken in sufficient quantity, there can be no donbt ; 
but that the ergot of the rye has produced this 
disorder among the cattle, | very much question, 
nay I do not believe it at all, for none of the far- 
mers who have lost cattle with this disease, have 
fed them with rye, meal or bran, or rye in any 
form whatever, previous to their taking the dis- 
ease ; neither has there been an unusual quanti- 
ty of ergot in the rve the last season, ia that dis- 
trict of country. J have said more upon this 
head of causes, than was probably necessary, but 
as the ergot is not only to be found in the rye, 
but on on other gramina, you may see the pro- 
priety of it when we consider the third head of 
the causes. 

2d. It has been attributed to frosts—Althouch 
the cold may, and ao doubt has some influence in 
increasing it, yet we cannot impute it to cold 


‘alone—some of the cattle were taken as early as 


the last of December, before such a degree of 
cold was experienced here, as to produce such 
fatal effects, and others as late as the Ist of April, 
when the severity of the weather and cold was 
entirely over. Some have attributed the freezing, 
to the manner in which cattle have been watered, 
getting their feet in the spring or brook at which 
they drank ; but this cannot be the case, for ma- 
ny were watered at wells and. troughs, where 
their feet. were never wet, and ifso it must be 
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_ from the heart, and possessing a more languid 


heart and blood vessels is employed in keeping 


al exposure has not produced it, nor has a warm | 


some were exposed to the northern blasts, while 


‘the hay, are we to look for it. 


_ planted with corn or sown with hemp, and is now 
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the fore feet, while the hind feet only are gene- 
rally siezed with the disorder, and if the fore feet 
are siezed at all, the hind feet are generally 
worse ; I admit that the hind feet being farther 


ne 


circulation, according to the phisiology of the 
system, would be more liable to be affected by 
the frost if exposed equally, and the same law 
would apply to the other disorder, where the 
up a healthy or gangrenous circulation. Unusu- 


and comfortable yard prevented it. Some were 
kept on wet, and someon dry and-sandy soils— 


others were sheltered by a hay house or hovel, 
some slept on a bed of snow, some slépt on a bed | 
of straw; yet some in every condition were its 
victims. So that frost could have but little intla- 
ence in producing the disease. 


3d. To the grass or hay on which they have 
been fed has been attributed all this calamity. 
To the spear-grass alone, if the cause exists in 
There are three 
kinds or species of spear-grass in this part of the 
country. They are ranked by that great syste- 
matizer of nature, Linneus, under the class Tri- 
andria, order Dyginia, and genus Poa. The 
first genus is the Poa pratensis, or common mea- } 
dow spear-grass ; the second is the Poa com- 
pressa, or blue grass, and the third is the Poa’ 
annua, or that species of spear-grass which con- | 
stitutes a considerable portion of the common 
turf in pastures, road sides, &c. ‘As these difler- 
ent kinds of grass are better known by sight than 
by description, it is useless to describe them any 
farther. The poa pratensis or meadow spear- 
grass has ever been considered an excellent and 
useful grass, though not equally so with several 
ether species which we have in our country ; at 
least until this year it was never accused of any 
harm: but the farmers in Walkill are many of 
them convinced, that it is the cause of the disor- 
der in their cattle. Like the rye, this year st 
contains a vast quantity of spurr’d seed, or ergot, 
a disease to which | have never been able to dis- 
cover it was liable until the last year. This hay 
grew on a bog meadow soil which had once been 





converted into grass. The hay was cut in June 
or beginning of July, immediately before har- 
vest, and secured in good order ; it is so early a 


grass that if left to stand until the usual time of | 


mowing meadows, it joses almost ail its succu- 
lent and nutritious properties. The facts on 
which this opinion of the cause of this disorder 
rest, are strong and convincing to most of those 
in the district of country where the disorder pre- 
vailed. Mr. Elihu Slawson lost 24 cattle, all of 
which had been foddered with this kind of hay. 
Mr. Elisha Reeve lost 14, and what is remarka- 
ble, he sold a load of this hay to the widow Cox, 
before the least suspicion was entertained of its 
poisonous qualities, and 3 of her cows took the 
disorder ten days after she began to use this hay. 
Mr. George Little procured some of the same 
hay from Mr. Reeves, which produced the same | 
effect with his cattle’ Mr. Moses Philips had a 

meadow of this kind of grass, about two miles 
from this village, which he cut before harvest ; 





ergot—the consequence was, that 5 took the dis- 
order, and although they were taken’ home and 
yarded with his other cattle, no others took. Mr. 
Kirk lost 42 out of 15, which were foddered 
with this kind of hay. Some cases occurred in. 
Florida, particularly among the cattle of Phine- 
has Tompkins ; he had cut two stacks of the 
spear-grass on the Sth-day of July last, and con- 
sidering it having been secured in good order, 
and fine looking hay, he-resolved to keep it until 
the latter part of the winter ; he began to fodder 
the hay about the 4th of March, and 4 of his best: 
cows took the disease very soon afterwards. 
The same event took place with regard to two 
of Mr. Ebenezer Howell’s cows. 4 have heard} 
that Mr. Z. Halsey, of Blooming-Grove, used: 
the same kind of hay, and with the same anfa- 
favourable results, having 10 or 12 cattle ren- 
dered useless by the loss of their legs. Indeed 
all the cases I have inquired into, can be traced 
to the same cause. 

That the ergot or spurr’d rye is capable of 
producing this disease in man ‘there can be no 
doubt. Linneus enumerates but four diseases of 
plants, the 3d of which is the clavus, when the: 
seeds grow eut into large horns, black without, 
as in rye—this is called ergot by the French 
writers, Dr. Darwin, in his Botanic Garden, 
when speaking of these-four diseases to which 
plants are liable, calls upon the sylphs to 

“ Shield the young harvest from devouring.blight, 
The smut’s dark poison, and the mildew white, 


Deep rooted mould, and ercor’s horn uncouth, 
And break the Canker’s deselating tooth.” 


And in a note to these lines, says, that ‘* by the 
use of this bad grain amongst the poor, diseases 
have been produced attended with great debili- 
ty, and mortification of the extremities, both in 
France and England.” Now, reasoning from 
analogy, we find that ergot of the Rye is poison- 
ous, that ergot is not a disease of the rye only, 
but of other gramina; that the, spear-grass con- 
tains a large quantity of it in fall perfection, and 
therefore spear-grass is capable of producing 
this disease in those cattle which eat it. But we 
have the ract that all those disordered cattle of 
which we have heard, did actually eat of the 
spear-grass hay, which was cut before harvest, 
and amongst which was the ergot, a single cir- 
cumstance in which all the cattle which have 
been diseased, as far as I can learn, agree, and 
agree in ao other. What influence the frost and 
cold, connected with this exciting cause which 
we experienced during the last winter, might 
have, I do not pretend to say ; but that the frost 
alone, severe and. piercing, as it was, was the 
cause, I think no reflecting person can judge. It 
may be necessary to remove some objections— 
Ist, that there are many farmers who have used 
the same hay, bit their cattle escaped the dis- 
ease ; to this I answer, that I have: not heard of 
one who cut his spear-grass immediately before 
the harvest or about the 4th of July, escaping 
with impunity, where the ergot was discovered 
on the hay. Ifthe grass is suffered to stand un- 
til after harvest, it is so early.a grass, that it is; 
almost all dried up, and some of the hay cut late, 
which I have examined, though full of the ergot, 


dered with this hay, and which was full of the. 
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ter which it usually contains, The farmers have 
not been in the habit of cutting this hay before 
harvest, until the last year, and those who have 
done so, are so well convinced of its proceeding 
from that cause, that manv have determined te 





abandon that practice ; besides, the hay, although 
it appears well, is not so good as that. which is 
cut later, neither are the cattle fond of it—they 
seem to look at it as if “ death was in the cup,” 
and never taste it unless impelled by hunger und 
starvation. 2d. It may be asked why all the 
cattle which ate this hay did not receive the dis- 
order? This cannot be so satisfactorily answer- 


fed ; in those which take it, it must be owing te 
a peculiar state of the system, which renders it | 


susceptible of the effects of the poison when ta- 
ken into the stomach: this is evident from its 
attacking only those cattle which were in good 
health and good condition ; whilst the poor and 
meagre escape, or perhaps.they are rather sub- 
ject te the same laws of contagion as man is, du- 
riag the prevalence of any epidemic, when many 
are taken with the prevailing disorder, while an 
equal number are exempted from its ravages, 
though equally exposed, and in this point of view, 
an epidemic climate and season may be necessa- 
ry to light up the latent poison when conveyed 
even so directly into the system, as through the 
channel of the stomach ; for it is a fact that 
brates are subject to epidemic diseases as well 
as the haman species. 


We shall now proceed to destribe the best 
means of prevention and cure. 


Ist, Prevention—one ounce of which is worth 
an hundred pounds of cure. The best mode, 1 
believe, ot preventing this disorder, will be to 
remove the: cause, that is, to give them no spear- 
grass or hay which has the ergot mixed with its 
seed. By this do not mean to say that it will 
be necessary to exterminate the spear-grass 
from the country, yet I believe it would be wef 
if that conld be done, if a better kind of grass 
could be substituted in its place. So little did 
Mr. Tompkins value the hay of his spear-grass, 
that before he thought of its being unhealthy to 
the cattle, he offered one of his neighbours a 
load of it, if he would give him any kind of 
straw which would make the same quantity of 
manure ; cattle after having eaten of it once are 
not fond of it, especially if cut before harvest, 


and even when cut after harvest they prefer the 


timothy or fowl meadow grass. Let every far- 
mer cut bis spear-grass when in blossom, before 
the seeds or ergot are formed, or examine the 
grass which he intends to cut before. harvest, 
and if he finds any ergot among the seed, delay 
the cutting of it until late, when experience 
proves that it may be safely used. 

2d. The cure—many remedies have been 
tried; and the most of them have failed. I will 
mention those which have been tried unsuccess- 
fully in order to prevent a useless repetition of 
them : dividing the heof and pouring into the in- 
cision hot tar and tallow—blistering the legs— 
sawing off the ends of the hoof—oil of spirits-~ 
spirits of tarpentine—burning and btlistering— 
boring into the hoof, though where this was 


| done so early that fresh blood followed the knife 





exhibited only a husk, dried and shrivelled, 





or gimblet, they usually recovered with the loss 
of the hoof only—in one case Mr..Slawson ap- 





be sent 14 of his cattle there, which were fod- i without any of the flour or vegeto-mineral mat- \ plied poultices-of soap, rye meal and salt to the 
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Jeys and feet with success. Mr. ‘Tompkins treat- 
ed all his cattle with a wash of beef brine, com- 
posed of salt petre and common salt, with which 
he washed their legs several times a day, and 
after washing, rubbed them well with the bitter 
sweet ointment with success, only one having 
lost its hoofs. In the application of the juice of 
the sheep sorret (oxalis acetocella) as mentioned 
in the newspapers, I have no confidénce, neither 
can it-be procured at.that.season of the year 
when most needed: In some cases of mortifica- 
tion of the extremities, the diluted sulphuric 
acid, (oil of vitriol,), has been used with success 
when other remedies have failed, and might be 
worthy of a trial: 

1 confess I have not been able to obtain such a 

collection of facts as-I could wish on this interest- 
ing subject ; it.ig a subject of great importance 
to the farmers of this county, and orfght not: to 
be lost sight of until it is fairly investigated, and 
the causes of the disorder substantiated withoat 
a shadow of doubt. Medical men, especially 
those who have made comparative anatomy any 
part of their study, should not think it degrading 
to bestow.some pains and attention to discover 
‘the causes, and direct the cure of so useful an 
animal as the cow or ox. Remember that our 
first fathers in physic began the system of dissec- 
tion upon the brute creation ; that it is not only: 
highly interesting in itself; but of the greatest 
importance as an introduction. to phisiology and 
natural history. Remember tle story of Hippo- 
arates being sent for, to cure the philosopher 
Democritus of madness, but when he'came to 
him found him dissecting a brute to discover the 
seat of the. bile, and returned, pronouncing hitn 
the. wisest man in Abdera; and even Haller has. 
gone-so far.as toaffirm that phisiology has been 
more. illustrated by comparative anatomy than by 
the dissection of: the: human. body. From the 
knowledge we have received from the -brute cre- 
ation, and from their. usefulness-to.us, we owe 
them a debt, which as honest men we are bound 
to pay. 

Men of science, Farmers of Orange county ! 
The-contemplation of the animal structure should 
be highly interesting to all who have a taste for 
invéstigating the works of nature. The causes 
and cure of the diseases of animals are worthy of 
your research ; you have:a deep and solid inte- 
rest in their welfare ; they are.the. good crea- 
tures of God; committed to your care and pro- 
tection, and whatever good you do them, the re- 
ward is all your own. , 
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"TAX ON WHISKEY: 
The quantity of whiskey distilled in the United 
Statrs, according to the best information, is esti- 
mated at 50 millions of gallons yearly, 
A. tag, of 25 cents a gallon, would yield: 
. $12,500,000 
Deduct expense of CoHecting, say 2,500,000 








Rres. reyenve -per annum;, 








The amount of foreign spirits imported during 
the year 1819, was estimated at 6 millions of 
gallons.’ Wi. 

The duty upon this yielded a revenue of about 
50 cents a gallon, $3,000,000. 

_ Asa protection to the domestic manufaeturer, 
the duty on foreign spirits. should be raised. to 
/$1agallon. This would probably diminish the 
consumption one half; but the revenue would 
| be the same ; say 3. millions of gallons, at $1 
each, $3,000,000. 

But, supposing the falling off: in the consump- 
tion of foreign spirits, in, consequence of the in- 
creased duty, was two thirds, instead of one half, 
the deficiency of one million of dollars might be 
deducted from the free revenue arising on the 
domestic article, when there would:still remain 
9 millions of dollars for government purposes. 
Even were tlie whole of the present duty on fo- 
reign spirits to-be lost in conséquence of the in- 
crease, there would still be 7 millions at the dis- 
posal, of government of the free revenue on 
whiskey. 

The taxon whiskey could.easily be levied, by 

causing every distiller to make a monthly return 
on oath, of the quantity of spirit distilled, and to 
pay over the corresponding duties to the collec- 
tor of taxes nearest to where his works may be 
situated. False swearing to be subject to the 
same punishment as perjury in ordinary cases. 
After the first year, a stricter mode of collection 
might be resorted to without any. danger of pub- 
lic excitement. : 
The protecting duty on foreign spirits would 
serve to: pacify the southern states, as they could 
not fail to perceive, that this duty would induce, 
if not compel, those in the eastern states, who 
have been in: the habit of using foreign liq#ors, 
to consume domestic only. Thus would encou- 
ragement be given to-the agriculturists of the 
south to raise grain for the distiller, and to the 
capitulists.and men. of talent in every part of the 
Union, to perfect this important article of nation- 
al consumption. In a few years the importation 
of foreign spirits would be entirely superseded ; 
while, in the: mean time, a: source of revenue 
would be créated which seems to meet> with 
universal: approbation. 








_A meeting of the Board of Agriculture-for the 
State of..New-Hampshire, .was held in Concord 
-un the 19th ult: when office bearers were elect* 
ed for the ensuing year: A committee was ap- 








pointed for the special purpose of “ proposing || 


questions to. the several.county societies -on the 
eneral state. of agriculture; stock,.-crops,.and 


manner of culture.”” Considerable progress hag: 
been made in the preparation of materials for the-. 
first publicatien of the Board. 





The Agricultural: Board ofthe county of Onei- 
da, have offered a premium of twenty dollars to 
any lady living in that county, who shall manu- 
facture the best specimen of the imitation Leg- 
horn Bonnet ; fifteen dollars-for the second best 
specimen, and ten dollars for the third best spe- 
cimen. These bonnets have been-made in Con- 
necticut from the upper joint of the spéar-grass, 
and. grass of a similar kind ; and it is now the. 
proper time for cutting it. It is whitened by 
putting the grass into some vessel and pouring 


water until it cools, then spread it‘in the sun un- 
til it is dry, and by continuing the same process a 
few times, it will be equal-in: colour to any im- 
ported from Leghorn. 


\ 
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We have already published the ff rst day’s pro- 
ceedings of the Maryland Agricultural Fair. On 
the second: day, after the election of office bear- 
ers, it was resolved unanimously. by the Society, 
‘¢ That in their opinion the §* American Farmer,’’ 
edited by John S. Skinner, Esq. is a publication 
justly. entitled to the patronage and support of 
every: farmer. and planter, and that its Editor de- 
serves our approbation for his judicious -and 
zealous efforts to advance the interests of agri- 


~culture.”’ 


The following.extract, from the official report 
of the proceedings of the committee, cannot 
fail to be interesting to every friend of agricul- 
ture :-- 


Ploughs.—-Specimens of the invention or man- 
ufacture of eight different persons were shown, 
all; in the opinion of the commiitce, well con- 
structed and valuable instruments. Two of 
those ploughs, are of recent introduction, and 
likely to be found advantageous ; that is to say, 
the Hill-side Plough made by Mr. Sinclair, on 
the principle. of Col. Randolph’s-Plough, with 
shifting mould boards, as being easily managed 
and well calculated for the important purpose of 
horizontal ploughing on hill sides: and Mr. Da- 


vis’ cast iron shovel plough on a new construc- 





tion, as-a cheap and efficient cultivator. 


Straw Cutiers.—There were five exhibited, all 
carefully tested by actual experiment, and the 
committee was-of opinion that, the one manufac- 
tured by Mr. Barnard is the most operative, and 
from its simplicity, best calculated for general 
use. 

_ Wheat Fans —There were two kinds. «The 
committee determined that the one made by Mr.. 
Watkins, of Hagerstown, is decidedly to be pre-. 
ferred—it. works: with three screens; and it wes» 


on to: it boiling water, letting it remain in the~ 
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-deemed an exceedingly valuable improvement in 
this necessary implement. 
There were several other very ingenious im- 


provements on English implements, to adapt them 
to the use of this country—suoh as Mr. Sinclair’s. 


inachine for sowing plaster of Paris, grain, and 
grass seeds—his corn planter, for drilling Indian 
corn and garden seeds; Mr. Barnard’s turnip 
drill; Mrz Ford’s roller, and the scarifiers made 
‘by each of these artificers. 

Mr. E. S. Thomas, of Baltimore, had on the 


ground a large and valuable collection of import- | 


ed agticultural implements, such as ploughs, 


drills, hay-makers, apple-mills, turnip-slicers,- 


many of which seem to be well adapted to their 
several objects, and which may possibly be used 
with advantage in our husbandry. : 

There was exhibited a little machine for co- 
mestic manufactures——-a wool-spinner, worked 
by hand, drawing six threads, invented by a Mr. 
Brown, of Rhode-Island ; it is simple and easily 
kept in order, and it is believed that it will be a 
valuable acquisition in families. 
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Weekly Summary. 


Mr. Lewis Ludlam, of Richmond, has erected wharves, 
‘a ware house, and saw-mill, on Mayo’s Island, opposite the 
city and has lately chartered the steam boat Powhattan, for 
the purpose of towing vessels up from City Point, and towing 
iuggers down with produce fer loading the large vessels. With 
a fair tide; she can‘tow a ship of 3 to4 hundred tons, loaded 
with tobacco or‘flour, at the rate of 5 to 6 miles per hour, or 
in still water, at 4 to 5 miles. 
William Snyder, aged 20, of Philadelphia, was lately drown- 
ed, by the upsetting of a boatin the newly constructed dam 
at Fair Mount Water works. ‘ 


Catskill, June 20.—On Monday afternoon. Tra, 2 son of Mir. 
Tertullus Luddington, fell from a boat into thé creek near 
Dubois’ wharf, and was drowned. 


David Smith, son of Mr. Samuel Smith, cabinet maker, o 
Norfolk, was drowned on the ‘14th inst. whilst bathing. 


J. Seal, aged 33, a coachmaker, at Homerton, was mariied 
en the 26th of April, tothe widow ofa publican-~the company 
at the wedding enjoyed themselves till.3 the next morning— 
at 6 o’clock the body of Seal was found goating in “le Lea, 
in which river he had drowned himself. 


One of the boilers in the rolling mill and nail factory of Capt. 
Richard Bowen, at Pittsburgh, lately burst near one end, and 
from some inexplicable cause, broke from its fastening, ascend- 
ed through the roof, at least 150 feet high, and fell ata dis. 
tance o 117 yards, in-a straight'line from the mill. Only one 

rson was seriously hart. The mass of iron composing the 
boiler weighed about 1800 lbs. ’ 


Polly Coleman, a‘colowred woman, in Georgetown, (Del.) 
advertises, that her daughter, a free born mulatto, hati been 
® sold asa slave, for the purpose of being taken to a southern 
market. In like manner,-.a freeborn black boy, has been sold 
as a slave; and both are kept secreted, with others, until an 
opportunity offers to ship them for the south. 

The wife of Daniel Bidderson, baker, Baltimore, was:deliv- 
ered of three living children, one of whom died soon after its 
birth—the others are still living, and likely to thrive. 


The dwelling house of Mr. R. Clark, of Duxbury, (Vt.) was 
lately destroyed by fire. 

Mr. P. Bonani, a native of Italy, who was employed to exe- 
cute the embellishments on the ceiling of the ‘Congress Hall, 
‘in imitation of the Pantheon at Rome, and who had been pu- 
wy of the célebrated painter David, died a few days.ago at 

ashington. 

At Manila, Patrick O’ Rourk, a marine on board the U. S 
frigate Congress, being tired of living any longer, shot the top 
part of his head off. with his own musket, (by putting the muz 
zie in his mouth,) and was buried in the mizzen mast. 

Drowned, at Warwick, in Sussex county} state of Delaware, 
on the 10th ult.. two black children, one a girl 16 years old, 
the other a boy aged 10. 

On the morning of the 31st May last, the house of Mr. Wash- 
ington Strange, in Garrard county, (Ken ) was struck by light- 
ming, whieh instantly killed a young lady and child. 





A man calling himself J A. W. Glass, has been detected 
and committed to jail, in Augusta, on a charge of forgery 
Spuricus notes of hand, to the amount of twenty-eight thou 
sand dollars, -were-fouad in his possession. 


Mr. Wiat, the Attorney General of the United States, has 
-been selected to deliver the Oration at Washington, on the 
4th of July ; and Mr. Apams, ~ecretary of State, to read the 
Declaration of Independence. 


The citizens of Detroit, and its vicinity, have, at a public 
«meeting, resolved to present to Gen. Macomb a silver tankard, 
with appropriate engravings. 

The supreme court at New-Ovrleans, have determined ‘that 
all pleadings shall be made in the English language, which 
they have determined shall be the language ia which their 
judicial records shall be kept. 


The U. 8. frigate Constellation, arrivedat Valparaigp on the 
5th of February, and while there fired a national salute in hon- 
or of the independence of Chili. 


Judge Provost, who was ordered away from Buenos Ayres, 
had arrived in Chili, in a British merchant brig. His succes- 
sor, Col. Forbes, was graciously received at Buenos Ayres, in 
consequence, it was said, ofan understanding that he came as 
a public ambassador of the U. States, instructed to a¢éknow- 
ledge the independence of South America. : 


The Spanish part of St. Domingo had been revolutionized, 
and Commodore Aury’s flag was.flying in some of the ports— 
The revolutionists had marched against Port-au- Plat. 


A squirrel hunt took place on the 3d inst. in Walnut town- 
ship, Fairfield county. The citizens ‘subscribed 58 bushels 
of corn, payable in the fall, it being divided into eight prizes. 


A company is formed in Philadelphia, by the title of the 
“ East-Florida Coffee Land Association ;” most of the shares 
in their stock are disposed of ; aud they will want immediate- 
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‘ly a vessel from 45 to 50 tons, and «drawing not more than 6 
feet water. : 


A committee of the legislature of Massachusetts, have report: 
leda bill which provides, that instead of an imprisonment of 
thirty days before the prisoner can take the debtor’s oath, he 
shall be discharged upon giving bonds to the sheriff, that he 
will appear to take the oath within thirty days after the arrest. 


Proposals have been lately issued by E. Morford, of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, for publishing ‘* A Daily Political, Com- 
mercial and Miscellaneous Newspaper, to be entitled Zhe 
Charleston Mercury.” 


The editor of one of the public newspapers printed in the 
Havanna, bas been tried for publishing a libel, and acquitted 
by the jury. a 

On the evening of the 30th May ‘last, a tree was struck 
by lightniag, on the plantation belonging to Mr. Abraham 
Stull, Pittsgrove, Salem ceunty. Nineteen sheep were lying 
|) under tive tree at the time, all of which were instantly killed. 


_ On the 38th ult. off the Highlands of Neversink, the boat 
keepers of the pilot beat Grand Canal, caught a Sun Fist 3 
feet long and 4 fect 3 inches wide—weighing about 120 lbs. 


A Philadelphia gentieman has bought a-farm near Rays- 
ville, (N. ¥.) and carried 10,000 young fruit trees on to it. 


A stalk of Kye, containing 21 heads, was taken from the 
field of Mr. Daniel Hitner, in Whitemarsh township, on the 13th 
ult —The largest of the beads measured:eight inches long. 


A calf, only 7 months old, was:slaughtered at Fairhaven, 


weighed 303 lbs. ; hide and ‘tallow, 69 Ibs. 
milk of one cow. 


Some very fine shad have been caught in the Ohio river, 
at Steuhen-ville. 


John Nicoll, E:q. of New-Windsor, brought to Newburgh, 
on the 25th ult. a number of cucumbers. raised in his garden, 
in the ordinary way, and without the assistance of a hot house, 


The Journal of Antwerp asserts, that English hops, after 
having been used in the English breweries, and even pressed 
by steam engines, are dried again, and exported in large quan- 
tities. 

A dreadful fire has devastated the commune of Oremont. 
near Amiens, in f'rance. . 


Prince Ypsilanti, who is at the head of the Greek insurrec- 
tion, isa very gallant officer. 
Gen. Moreau, at ‘the battle of Dresden: the same bullet that 
struck the general, carried away Ypsilanti’s left hand. 


The Paris Mouiteur-contains a royal orditance putting in 
force part of the commercial treaty lately entered into between 
France and America. it annusi the special duty of 90 fiancs 
per ton; which was formerly levied upon vessels beionging +0 
the United States of America; and it goes-further, for 1 de- 
crees that all the special duty which.has been ceilected since 
the 12th of December last, shall be repaid to the parties, with 
the deduction of the ordinary tonnage duties. . 


Letters from Laybach, of 25th April, state, that orders had 


It had only the 








the empire, 


He was wounded by the side of 
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(Vt.) which weighed, when dressed, 372 lbs.—The quarters ||v 
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The revglution has spread with rapidity of a contagion 
throughout the whdle of Peru, and may be said to be universal, 
with the exception of Lima and Anequipa, where the garrisons 
‘form an ingecure restraint upon the dispositions of the inhabi- 
tants ‘ 


According to Professor Adelung, the number of languages * 
and dialects in Ameriea, is 1214; in Asia and the South Sea 
Islands, 991; in Europe, 545; in Africa, es faras known, 275; 
making, together, an aggregate of three thousand and tw.nty- 
siz languages and dialects; so that, if the-number 6f the iulia- 
bitants of the, earth, is 650 million, there will be, on an ave- 
rage, one language or dialect for avery 214,805 persons. 


The Hecla and Fury, discovery ships, and the Nautilus 
trangport, sailed from the Nore on Tuesday -morning, the sth 
of May, with a fine breeze from the S. 8. W. The best wishes of 
their own countrymen, and of the friends of science, every 
where attend them. - 


The Bank of England commenced exchanging Sovereigns for 
‘bank notes, on the 9th of May, pursuant toan act of Parha- 
ment. 


It is hinted that the King of Engiend in the course of his jour- 
ney on the continent, will visit Vienna. 


General Morillo, late commander in chief. in South Ame- 
rica, is appointed captain general. 


Mrs. Piozzi, the friend and biographer of the célebrated Dr. 
Johnson, (then Mrs. Thrale,) lately died in England. 


Some apprehensions are entertained, that the committee of 
the house of commons, at the present sitting, on theagricujtur- 
al distress, mean to propose an-increase of the existing prices of 
importation. 


The students of Hamilton College, with the approbation of 
the faculty, have formed thems:lves into an association, by 
thé name of the Columbian Institute of Hamilton College. 
The object of this society is, ta promote ustifotmity of appear- 
ance, and retrenchmeut of expense, in the article of dress. 
The clot!y for each suit is to be of American manufacture, the 
price of which, fora complete dress, is not to exceed sixteen 
dollars. 


* Jabez Crandall wasconvicted of burglary, at tre Homer, (N. 
Y ) assizes, on the 4th ult and sentenced to’the state paison 
at Auburn, for life. 


Several cabbage, of the early York kind, some of them weigh- 
ing upwards of 6 lbs. were lately sold m Baltimore mariet. 


Them ‘nufacturers at Providence, have succeeded in an imi- 
tation, complete as to colours and figure, of the india Seer- 
sucker, now much worn for pautaloons —-The American fa- 
bric is entirely of cotton, f the best staple, heavy, and ‘ofa 
bright and durable cvlour” It is sold at from 38 to 33 cents 
the yard, by retail. The price of the4udia fabric is 75, ‘The 
American is much’the more durable ofthe two; and‘though it 
isonly three quarters of a yard wide, euts:to sownuch better 
aivautage than the India, which is 4-4 wide, thet no more 
than the same length, [2 1-2-fards,] is required. 

The steam boat General Jackson, was sunk in Cumberland 
river, on the 30jn-ult. by running foul of asnag. The wa- 
ter was shoal, and most of the cargo was saved. 


Is-is ascertained by accounts from Vera Cruz, as late ag the | 
8th May, that most of the ports ef Mexico, on the l’acifio, 
were in possession of the patriot, 


A coloured-man, named Harry Féllows, was‘tately drown- 
ed in the Hudson r.ver, by falling from the deck of the sloop 
Industry, capta.n Taylor 


Two men were drowned at Portland, on the 26th uk. while 
out fishing, owing to the boat having capsized, 


mad dog bit two other dezs in the Streets of New- Yow, 
‘on Friday last week, 

Two persons were killed last week, in N. York, by acciden- 
tally falling, the one down an area, and the other from a wood- 
en building, newly removed. One..person was found drowi~ 
ed at Oid Slip, and another died by intemperance. 


Charles Johnson, a native of Baltimore, died of intempe- 
rance. on the 0th ins at Charleston, S C, : 


The U. S frigate Macedanian, captain Downs, from the 
Pacific Ocean. and last from Rio Janeiro, passage 30 days 
from the laiter place. arrived in the outer harbour of Boston, 
‘on the 20th ult. She has on Board-849,000 dollarsin specie, 
-and 31.000 ounces of silver "4 


Mr. Forsyth, our minister4to the Coart of Spain, ‘+hassailed 
with his family, in thé new ship Fabius, for Cadiz. 


The standard which was displayed at the inauguration of 
General George Washington, as first President of tive'Usited 
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[the archives 6f tite city. 


States, aud which w-sin possession ofthe Second Regiment 
of State Artillery. commatided by Col. Manly, ‘has been jre- 
sented to the Corporation of N. York, +o be- ited among 


Gen Macomb and family, ‘have arrived at Pittsburgh, 


been Sent to the Russian army, ‘to halt upoy the frontiers of | on their way to Washington, where the Generals in future ae 


be-stationed. 
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FROM THE EUTERPEIAD. 


. 
— 


Ought men to. govern women ?—This interest- 
ing question is so prettily answered in the subse- 
quent reply to the queruleus verses of a young 
lady that I cannot forbear transcribing both, the 
two last lines being the most rational conclusion 
of this disputed question which L have ever seen. 


WOMAN’s HARD FATE.—sy a apy. 


Hox wretched is poor woman’s fate !’ 
No happy change her fortune knows ;. 
Sul,ject to man in every state, 
How can she then be free from woes ? 


In youth, a father’s stern command, 
And jealous eyes controulher will, 
A lordly brother watchful stands, 
To keep her closer captive still. 


The tyrant husband next appears, 
With awful and contracted. brow ; 
No more a.lover’s- form he wears, 
Her slaves become her sovereign now.. 


If from this fatal. bondage free, 

And not by marriage chains confin’d ;. 
If, blest with single life, she see 

A parent fond,.a.brother kind. 


Yet love usurps her tender breast, 
And paints a phoenix to her eyes ; 
Some darling youth disturba her rest ; 

And painful sighs-in secret rise. 


Qh cruel] powers, since you've design’d, 
That man, vain man, should bear the sway, 
To slavish chaing add slavish mind, 
’ ‘That may thus your will obey. 





THE. ANSWER.—sy A. GENTLEMAN. 


. Mow happy is a woman’s fate! 
Free from care, and free from woe, 
Secure of man in every state, 
Her guardian god below. 


In youth, a father’s tender. love,. 
‘And well.experienc’d eye, 

Restrain her mind, tvo apt to rove, 
Enamour’d with a toy. 


Suppose her with a brother. blest— 
A brother, sure, is kind; 

But in the husband stands confest, | 
The father, brother, friend; 


’Tis-man’s, to labour, toil and sweat, 
And all his care employ,: 

Honour, power, or wealth to get : 
*Tis- woman’s-to enjoys 


But look we on those halcyon. days;. 
When woman reigns supreme, . 
While supple man his: homage paysy, 

Full proud: of her. esteem.. 
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How duteous is poor Strephon’s love! 
How anxious is his care, 

Lest e’en the zephyr breathe too rough, 

And discompose the fair! 


Then say not, any powers ordain, 
That man should bear the sway ; 

When reason bids, let woman reign, 
When reason bids, obey. 





TANNING WITH THE BARK OF 
LARCH, 


ON 


‘By Tuomas Waite, Esq.—F rom the Communi- 


| cations of the London Board of Agriculture. 
- 


Some years ago, after my late father’s planta- 
tions at Woodlands, near Durham, had made con- 
siderable progress, (for whiclyhe had the honour 
of receiving from the Society of Arts and Scien- 
ces in London nine gold and two silver medals, ) 
he, amongst other projects, thought that the 
bark of the larch tree might be useful in tanning 
leather ; but was prevailed upon to give up the 
experiment by some person who, I suppose, 
classed this tree with the fir tribe instead of the 
cedar. However, in June last, whilst some 
workmen were taking off the bark from a num- 
ber of larch trees intended for building, they 
found the nails of their fingers stained, which in- 
duced me to try whether it would tan leather or 
not, a purpose I. was very soon satisfied it would: 
answer most effectually. I then procured two 


| calf-skins, of equal price, weight, and substance, 


and immersed one in an infusion of oak bark, of 
amazing fine quality, such as can rarely be pur- 
chased, and the other in the same proportion. of 
larch-bark, from a very small tree, each skin re- 
maining exactly the same time in its respective 
tan-pit ; and during the operation. I repeatedly 
weighed a measure of larch kquor against -the 
oak, and always found the former to preponder- 
ate ;. the: consequence of which was, that the 
skin tanned with larch felt thicker in the hand, 
and heavier, and was also fiver in the grain, and 


4 ° 
ofa lighter colour. 


I sent these two skins to the Society of Arts 


‘and Sciences in August last, and put as many 


hides, equally divided, into each of the two tan- 
pits as nearly exhausted their strength; at the 
expiration of which time the larch liquid appear- 
ed to have the superiority both. in astringency 
and weight. 

I have been since employed:in tanning hides of 
cows and horses-with larch-bark, which of course 
require much }onger time than. calf-skins,. but 
promise just as fair to arrive at perfection. I 
‘have tried also equal quantities of larch and‘ oak 
barks, mashed in hot water, and applied when 











cold to the skins,.and with the same effect as in 
‘the former case. JT-also compared birch with 
‘the larch, but was soon convinced‘that: the for- 
mer, from its slowness in tanning, and’ apparent- 


‘ly exhausted’ state, after preceeding a certain 


length, was-very inferior, and yet it is sold in 
my neighbourhood for half the price of oak. 
What-then, I'ask, must be-the value of larch ? 


Aitthough FT am happy to think, that the disco- 


very, from the immense plantations in this coun- 
try, will. jn some measure make: the. importation: 
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of bark unnecessary, | feel an additional plea- 


sure in the certainty of its answering other very 


important purposes, viz. of promoting planting, 


|| and inducing gentlefifen to thin their woods, 


which, in my professional excursions of laying 
out grounds, and planting by contract, I have 


| often most strenuously recommended, but with- 
| out prevailing upon some to do so, fromthe dif 
fecaly of selling the weedings, which expense 


will be much more than repaid by the price of 
ihe bark, should the bedy of the tree even be 
suffered to rot on the ground. 


It must be observed, that oak-bark can only” 


be taken from the tree during about two months 
in the year, whereas larch can be collected from 
about March tothe end of Auguet, and at infi- 
nitely a cheaper rate, as a whole tree, whatever 
length it may be, can-be stripped from one end 
to the other entire with the greatest ease. 


Since leaving Woodlands, I- have»-received a 
most favourable report from a tanner, who has 
converted the leather into shoes, of which he 
speaks very higbly, as well as of its superiority 
for gloves, saddles, &c. ; he adds also, that, in 
his opinion, it is not only equal to #ak-bark, but 
even better,.on account of its-tanning quicker. 
Doctor Hope speaks-favodrably of it. I have 
also enquired of Patterson, the sadler, about buff. 
leather, who manofactures it ; and he says no 
bark is used in the process, but only oil. 


In. another communication from:-Mr. White, he 
states, that ‘‘on passing through Hexham, he 
was happy to’see shoes-made from leather tan- 
ned with the larch-bark ; and was told, that the 
glovers were so well convinced of its excellency,, 
that they declared they would use nothing else if 
they could get a sufficient supply.”’ In addition 
to which pleasing intelligence, he has had an or- 
der for much more: larch-bark annually than he’ 
can supply, for making leather of a light colour 
for book-binding, &c. The experiments made 
by Mr. White, induce bim to believe, that larch- 
bark is not only equal to oak. in every particular, 
but superior in regard to the articles-above men- 
tioned, and for many other purposes. 
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